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Magnolia Pointe Homeowners Assn. Newsletter – January 20, 2009
From the President

It has been a busy few months since we last wrote you in September. The good news is that we were able to get the original street construction company (Radton) to fix the problem areas on Magnolia Leaf Avenue. That working is now ongoing. The Board wants to thank builder Carlos Alvarez and developer Ross Berthelot for helping us get this accomplished with zero cost to our HOA, despite the fact that our one year warranty had expired. We also got AT &T to bury the cable wires that were exposed in front of 6 homes on Magnolia Leaf and Tanya’s Trail. 

The bad news is that someone destroyed our front gate, which we are in the process of getting replaced at a cost of $5,400 to us. Neil Kestner talks about this more fully in his Common Areas Committee report below.

I want to echo Social Events Committee chair Angel Hebert in stating we had a great party in October. Over 40 people turned out. For the chefs in our reading audience she has started posting a recipe in her column below. Someone left a black slotted spoon with a yellow handle behind after the party was over. Email me if it’s yours and I’ll bring it to your home.
Be sure to check out our revised website. Communications Chair Pawan Vuppala has some photos of the recent snow storm posted there. 

Finally, take a look at the tips that Treasurer Glenn Coughlin and Board Member Ed Landry have posted in their columns.

President Danny Loar can be reached at loard3@cox.net
From the Common Areas Committee

Following is a summary of important happenings during the last few months:

1. GATES
a. The Pedestrian Gate is now working so you can enter and exit property on foot.

b. Early Saturday morning, on January 10, 2009 someone did not stop and let the exit gate open but drove through the gate, throwing it forward and ruining the gate completely.  Because of the type of construction and the hit, the gate was beyond repair.  A new one is being crafted but it will prove costly to the Association.  We have no leads as to the person who did this but any information will be greatly appreciated.  Already we have learned that the gate was probably hit between 1 am and 2 am.  We expect the new gate to be in place by January 23.

2. ITEMS BEING CONSIDERED
a. We are considering installing a video surveillance camera near the exit gate for increased security.

b. Also to increase security we are considering additional lighting in the gate area. 

c. We are also concerned that one of our neighbors appears to have broken our fence near the entrance gate; we need to have that break fixed. 

3. ROAD REPAIRS
As you must have noticed we have several areas on Magnolia Leaf Drive where the road is sinking (or in some cases sinking again after repairs) and even some big long cracks down near Tanya’s Trail where the curb and road have sunk.  The developer and the original company that installed the road have agreed that this is a flaw for which they are responsible and are now beginning work to reinforce the ground below the road and replace the road sections.  You will see where the road has been cut in preparation for replacement.  Talking to the foreman of the team, they have no idea why this is happening; the soil several feet under the road when removed was not wet and seemed firm.

4. LANDSCAPING

Over the next two months we plan to formalize our agreement with the people who do our grass cutting and other minor landscaping work.  We will generate a contract and possibly go out for new bids.  If you know of interested companies who can do our yard work, let us know.  It is a small project but we need to spend money effectively.

Common Areas Committee Chair Neil Kestner can be reached at: kestner@lsu.edu
From the Communications Committee

We have a fully functioning website at www.magnoliapointebr.com to which we added photos from the recent snowfall.  We are planning to add a section for news flashes to cover Emergency neighborhood updates.   Also we will start adding new thread for "Lawn Care Tips” in the forum as an effort to encourage more owners to start using the system.  We would like to welcome any feedback/suggestions to improve the website content.

Communications Committee Chair Pawan Vuppala can be reached at: pvuppala@gmail.com
From the  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Social Events Committee
I think our first social event in October was a huge success.  It was great meeting everyone. We had more food than we knew what to do with.  I really appreciated everyone that participated. Thanks so much to Theresa and Matt Jones who brought the TV, satellite, chairs, and tents.  Y'all were a big help.  Thanks to James Nguyen and Jere Noto for helping and supplying what we needed. The common area is between both of their houses. Thanks to everyone who came, brought a dish, or both!  Hopefully we can have an even bigger turn out for our next event.      
 

I am going to be putting a recipe in each news letter.  I invite anyone who has a great recipe to send it in so we can add to our newsletter and post it to our website. 
Here is the recipe for Asian Slaw that I was asked for at the Party:
 

2 packs shredded cabbage

1 bunch of green onions (chopped)

1 bag sliced almonds

1/2 cup sunflower seeds

2 packs of Ramen Noodles chicken flavor (crush noodles)

1 cup of olive oil

6 tlbs of red wine vinegar

1/2 cup splenda

 

Mix cabbage, green onions, almonds, sunflower seed, and crushed noodles in bowl.

 

Dressing- mix olive oil, red wine vinegar, splenda, and 2 packs of flavor packets from chicken ramen noodles together  ( refrigerate over night)

 

Pour over salad and toss before serving

Social Events Committee Chair Angel Hebert can be reached at: angelhebert@cox.net; 

From Treasurer Glenn Coughlin
The budget for MPHOA is not available at this time due to outstanding bids for the front gate improvement and for HOA insurance.

Tip: Contact your mortgage company and see if you can add an escrow account for you HOA dues.

Treasurer Glenn Coughlin can be reached at: glenn.coughlin@cox.net
From Board Member Ed Landry

Tips for your Home:

1. Change your air conditioning/heating filter every 30-45 days. 

2. The outside condenser unit should be hosed down to remove grass cuttings and animal hair lodged against the coils.

3. Attic coils should be cleaned by a professional air conditioning company every two years.

4. Check air flow around doors and windows. If you see light under the door you have air entering your home

5. Doing all of the above items can save you 20% off your electric bill.
Tips for your Lawn:

    1. This is the time of year to fertilize your lawn in order to have a strong root system 
for the summer.

    2. It is also the time of year to plant shrubs and flowering fruit trees

    3. I am starting my seedlings now to get them to grow for planting this 
summer. I 
have tomato, cherry tomato, bell pepper, and strawberry 
plants that I will be 
glad to give away. Come visit me in late February 
at 750 Hudson’s Way. My 
phone number is 769-1735
Board member Ed Landry can also be reached at: lamie1931@aol.com
From the Architectural Design Committee

Act of Restrictions reminder: 3.30  Gazebos and Pigeonniers should relate architecturally to the design of the home in both form and material. Details and location of such structures must be submitted for approval by the Committee prior to construction thereof.

Architectural Design Committee Chair Glenn Coughlin can be reached at: glenn.coughlin@cox.net
From the Government Affairs Committee

There is no activity to report at this time.

Government Affairs Committee Chair Danny Loar can be reached at: loard3@cox.net
From the Homeowners Maintenance Committee
There is no activity to report at this time.

Homeowners Maintenance Committee Chair Ryan Shows can be reached at: shows71@gmail.com
